
 
 
 
 

Roman Catholic  
Diocese of Dallas 

 
Ministry to Persons with Disabilities 

and Caregivers and to the Deaf 
 



Mission Statement 

 

To provide a spiritual and physical 
environment in every parish within the 

diocese to allow those persons with 
disabilities and caregivers to  

participate as fully as possible in the 

 life of the church 



Our Mission as communities of faith is to  
mark the reality of human suffering, to  

share the struggle, to be a companionship  
of the wounded, and vulnerable 

To include Catholics with differing abilities as a vital 

part of each parish community; 

 

To provide an appropriate catechetical program for 

individuals with disabilities within each home parish; 

 

To provide opportunities for parishioners and families 

with disabilities to interact and minister to each other; 

 

To support Catechists & Parish Catechetical Leaders 

(PCLs) in their mission of providing appropriate faith 

formation programs which meet the needs of each 

learner. 



Catholic Historical Data 

 Scripture teaches us, ― You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.‖  (Rm 13:9) 

 
 ―Truly I say to you as you did it to one of the least of my 

brethren, you did it to me.‖ (Mt. 25:40) 
 
 Pope John Paul II‘s  Letter to Families stated  ―… This 

man, every man, is created by God ‗for his own sake‘. 
That is true of all persons, including those born with 
sicknesses or disabilities.‖  

 
 Pope John XXIII‘s encyclical Pacem in Terris stresses the 

innate dignity of all men and women. 
  



Catholic Historical Data 

 

 

  A Pastoral statement of U.S. Catholic Bishops on 
people with disabilities dated November 1978 
gave emphasis on promoting both 
understanding and changing attitudes as well as 
integration into the Christian Community and 
fuller participation in its life. 

  



Catholic Historical Data 

 The National Catholic Partnership on Disability 
(NCPD) —  was established in 1982 to promote 
implementation of the Pastoral Statement.  
NCPD developed comprehensive resource 
materials Opening Doors for use in Catholic 
churches in organizing ministries to persons with 
disabilities and caregivers.  Janice Benton (SFO) 
is executive director of the office located in the 
Theological College at the Catholic University in 
Washington, D.C. For more information visit 
www.ncpd.org 

 

http://www.ncpd.org/


Disabilities Ministry in the Diocese 

 

 Bishop Charles Grahmann established a diocesan 
ministry for persons with disabilities and 
caregivers in 1999.  Rev.  Austin Green, O.P. 
was appointed Director of this Ministry for Deaf 
and Disabled.  This ministry is funded primarily 
by the Texas State Charities of the Knights of 
Columbus. A Diocesan Commission was 
established. 



Disabilities Ministry in the Diocese 

 
 The Ministry‘s first public event was a Jubilee 2000 Mass 

at the Cathedral on June 17,  2000.  There have been 18 
Bishop‘s annual and semi-annual Masses.  These are 
hosted by various regional churches in the diocese, 
usually in June of each year. Sacrament of the Anointing 
of the sick is usually administered for those in need. 

 
 A Day of retreat for Persons with Disabilities and 

Caregivers is also held once a year.   
 

 The diocese holds Sunday Masses with interpreters for 
the deaf. (St. Jude‘s –Allen at 5pm Saturday Mass and 
St. Thomas Aquinas 12:45pm Mass) 

 



Who are people with disabilities? 

 The American Disabilities Act (ADA) 
defines a person with a disability as one 
with a physical or mental impairment and 
includes individuals who have a record or 
history of an impairment, or are regarded 
as having a physical or mental impairment 
that substantially limits one or more major 
life activities. 

 



Who are people with disabilities? 
 

 According to recent Lou Harris and Associates polls, people with 
disabilities  comprise approximately 20% of the population ─ one 

person in five.  The National Catholic Partnership on Disability 
(NCPD) notes that 13 million Catholics in the U.S.A. live with a 
disability 

 

 The National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) states that six 
percent of the population has a severe mental illness 

 

 

 If we assume that in the Diocese of Dallas we have 1.3 
million Catholics, then we have 260,000 Catholics with 
disabilities.  

 



Progress over the last several years 

Provided an annual Bishop’s Mass for people 
and families with disabilities  
Provided an annual retreat for people with 
disabilities and caregivers while also providing 
a modified retreat for siblings and those with 
disabilities for whom the main retreat wasn’t 
appropriate 
Provided a weekly signed Mass at two parishes  
Provided an occasional workshop to provide     

    education and resources   
Represented the disability ministry with  

     an informational table at the University  
     of Dallas Ministry conference 
 



More Recent Progress 
GRACE (Gather, Receive, Accept, Catechize, Evangelize) 
committee: Guiding Coalition of (Parish Catechetical Leaders) 
PCL’s and catechists; monthly meetings to brainstorm 
solutions to challenges, share success stories and resources, 
and foster inspiration and group identity  

 
Diocesan Trainings: Series of six sessions specific to special 
needs offered this year 

 
Parishes offering Faith Formation to children with disabilities: 
increased from 11 parishes to approx. 42 

 
Supplemental Curriculum: provided to parishes 

    University of Dayton materials  
 

Development of specialized catechetical programs for students 
who are hearing impaired, speech impaired or who have 
moderate to severe autism 



The Ministry Today 
 

 The ministry operates as a part of the Pastoral 
Services Department in the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Dallas, Texas. The Commission and 
GRACE Committees were formed to develop an 
awareness of disabilities throughout the diocese 
and to allow those persons with disabilities and 
caregivers to participate as fully as possible in 
the life of the church.  

 Traditionally this has been done and is being 
done almost primarily through the sole source of 
funding from the Knights of Columbus  



The Ministry Today: Activities and Goals 

 Develop an awareness of persons with disabilities by the 
clergy and laity  

 Assist parishes in the removal physical barriers on the 
premises of churches, schools, and other church 
properties.  

 Review designs for new churches and parish facilities, 
and church and facility renovations to ensure the designs 
meet ADA requirements for accessibility.  

 Assess the number and needs of persons with disabilities 
throughout the diocese  

 Promote favorable acceptance and attitudes of inclusion  

 Establish disability ministries including special 
catechetical programs in each parish and train the 
members of those ministries  



The Ministry Today: Activities and Goals 
 Promote special attention to caregivers to ensure their 

needs are understood and met  

 Train Parish Catechetical Leaders and Catechists 
methods of teaching Faith Formation to children with 
special needs as well as providing necessary materials  

 Provide specialized catechetical instruction to children 
and adults with special needs.  

 Establish and maintain databases of people with 
disabilities within the diocese for statistical analysis and 
mailings as well as for the development of particular 
programs 

 Provide continuing support to the parishes to ensure that 
the needs of people with disabilities and the caregivers 
are being met.  



Future Needs 
 
1. Continue to provide resources, training and curriculum 

guidance to parishes with Faith Formation programs for people 
w/ disabilities 

2. Provide free materials for parishes serving persons with 
disabilities. Specifically would like to purchase materials like 
Godly Play for parishes to use 

3. Cluster parishes together  with a paid trained specialized 
catechist until each parish has a trained specialized  volunteer 
to meet its parishioners’ needs  

4. Send catechists to appropriate trainings and conferences  
       to enhance development, specifically targeting the youth 
5. Provide more signors for Masses throughout the diocese  
6. Continue to raise disability awareness through diocesan 

participation in community events such as the Down Syndrome 
Guild of Dallas, Buddy Walk. 

7. Foster inclusion through diocesan social  
       events such as the Advent social held this  
       past November. 

 
 



Future Needs (cont.) 
6. Provide  students with special needs more 

opportunities to gather for social occasions at 
least 3 times yearly involving our local catholic 
high school youth such as we did with the JPII 
High School Swim Team for the Advent Social 

7. Provide parents opportunities to gather for          
    socials in order to support each other and    
    share their wisdom 
8. Integrate technology faith formation activities  
9. Collaborate with other dioceses to both share   
     our knowledge as well as to learn from them 
10. Spread our mission to other dioceses 



Phase 1 

1. Provide compensation to 3 catechists with experience 
working with the specified disability of the piloted 
program. (Accomplished this year) 

2. Provide on-going training and support to 
catechist.(Accomplished this year) 

3. Establish 3 pilot programs  throughout the Diocese of 
Dallas that specialize in providing faith formation to 
children with special needs. (Accomplished this year) 

4. Provide specialized training to the Diocese of Dallas 
Coordinator of Special Services to Persons with Special 
Needs so that she can offer more specialized intensive 
training to the catechist.(Accomplished this last year) 

 



Phase 2(currently) 

1. Expand pilot program from 3 parishes to 6 
parishes. 

2. Continue to provide compensation and on-
going specialized training to catechists 
involved in the pilot program. 

3. Raise awareness through parish social 
gatherings, online medium, bulletins, and the 
diocesan newsletter, the growing need for 
specialized catechists to provide faith 
formation to all persons of all stages, all ages 
and all abilities. 

4. Increase parental involvement by expanding 
social gatherings from 2 times per year to 

once a quarter. 
 



Phase 3(Future) 

1. Provide resources and specialized materials and/or 
adaptive equipment (such as iPads) to the parishes for 
use in their churches and specialized classrooms. 

2. Create specialized on-line lessons/activities that can 
be accessed by catechists within the Diocese of Dallas 
as well as other dioceses.  

3. Assist parishes in expanding their current catechetical 
special needs programs to include youth, adults and 
RCIA. 

4. Assist each parish in establishing their own basic 
disability ministry to be the first point of contact for 
their parishioners. 
 



Contact Information 

 Pastoral Center: 

 John Aust and Melissa Waldon 

 John: 214-379-2866 Melissa: 214-379-2895  

E-mail: jaust@cathdal.org or 
mwaldon@cathdal.org 

 Website: www.cathdal.org 

 or:  
http://www.cathdal.org/pages/Disabilities_and_Deaf  

 

 National Catholic Parnership on Disability (NCPD) 

 www.ncpd.org 



The Face of God 


